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that of Campanazar and the double one of Elgueta, which
on the left hand leads to Durango, and on the right to
Eibar. Undoubtedly they fully expected the Nationalists
to attack them on the front, and It seemed almost im-
possible for the blow to be delivered in any other way.
The Red left flank was protected by the strong Mils round
Eibar, and their right flank rested on what appeared to
be the invulnerable position of Mount Udala. This
mountain, some 3,000 feet high, is a great ridge of granite
with a culminating peak and Is only accessible by a few
goat-paths along deep ravines. The Reds had two
battalions occupying it with a score of machine-guns and
a battery of mountain artillery. Their access to It was
by the Campanazar pass.
The Nationalists wished everybody to believe that the
attack was going to be frontal^ and they expended an
immense amount of energy, together with about five
thousand air bombs and some thirty thousand sheEs, to
make the Reds confident that the Enchortas were going
to be attacked from the direction of Vergara.   The whole
body of Press correspondents was specially invited to
witness the attack.   We went to an artillery observation
post and we saw one of the greatest air and artillery bom-
bardments that had taken place during the whole war.
Scores of batteries of every calibre from field-pieces to
giant ten-inch howitzers sent their thousands of shells
against the rocky heights.  A hundred aeroplanes came
and went almost without interruption, dropping their
heavy bombs.   And then nothing took place,   A staff
officer giving an account of the day's activities mentioned^
as if accidentally, that there had been some slight progress
in the Aramayona valley.   And there was the key to the
whole situation, as we found out two days later.  The